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This is a decision on the PETITION TO THE DIRECTOR UNDER 37 CFR 1.181 
REQUESTING WITHDRAWAL OF THE FINAL REJECTION mailed November 16, 2007. 

On November 16, 2007 final office action was mailed to applicants rejecting claims 18-39. An 
amendment after final was filed January 15, 2008. An advisory action was mailed February 13, 
2008. A second amendment after final was filed March 25, 2008. A second advisory action was 
mailed April 10, 2008. In this second advisory action, it is noted that the rejection of claim 19 is 
withdrawn and the claim is listed under "Claims objected to:". A third amendment after final 
was mailed April 24, 2008. A fourth amendment after final was filed on April 28, 2008. A third 
advisory action was mailed May 9, 2008. A fourth advisory action was mailed May 12, 2008. 

On May 1 5, 2008 the instant petition under 37 CFR 1.181 was filed to formally request the 
withdrawal of finality of the November 16, 2007 office action. 

Applicant's position for the withdrawal of the finality is that, presently, the record shows that 
claim 19 is neither rejected over art nor allowable. If a further search is needed, the finality of 
the 1 1/16/07 action is improper and should be withdrawn so that such search can be done. If 
claim 19 is allowable over the art, the Applicant's 4/28/08 amendment, especially in view of 
Applicant's offer to cancel claims outside of the claim 18 family, is sufficient to overcome any 
proper objection. 



DECISION 

The record establishes that the examiner has withdrawn the art rejection of claim 1 9. Claim 19 
however is a dependent claim and can not be indicated "allowable" until such time it is placed in 
independent form. The third amendment after final (not entered) appears to put claim 19 into 
allowable condition, but does not cancel other rejected claims, thus the application was not put 
into condition for allowance. The fourth amendment after final (not entered) appears to put 
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claim 1 8 into condition for allowance, but raises new issues by amending other claims in the 
application. 

Although the petition refers to a verbal offer on May 7, 2008 to cancel alf claims not dependent 
on claim 18 (presumably including the limitations of claim 19), such an amendment was not 
submitted. Further, there is no interview summary present with regard to this offer. 

Accordingly, the finality of the November 16, 2007 office action was proper and the petition is 
DENIED. 
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